Morgan Hill and Fry Creek on Palomar Mountain 


Peter Brueggeman 2024 


Uncited information is from ancestry.com, findagrave.com, and www.familysearch.org 


Palomar Mountain was also known as Smith Mountain for many years after the death of Joseph Smith in 1868. 
San Diego County property records were not searched. Land owners were searched in genealogy sources 
(ancestry.com, findagrave.com, and www.familysearch.org) and newspapers (GenealogyBank, Newspapers.com, California Digital 
Newspaper Collection). The land was searched in the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s General Land Office 
records. 
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Catharine Wood writes {6): 


Morgan was a former preacher who lived with his family on the 
west end of the mountain across the Pauma creek from Nate 


Harrison Grade, on a wooded hill, which has ever since been 
known as Morgan Hill. He was an eloquent preacher, so say those 
who heard him, especially when he was in the right mood and 
speaking on his favorite topic, "Temperance." He was also a good 
horse-trader. 


Many people have been "snowed in" on Palomar, but he was once 
"snowed out." He had gone down the mountain for supplies, and 
did not get back for some time on account of heavy snows. The 
neighbors did not know of the situation so did not look after the 
family as they would otherwise have done, with the result that one 
or two of the little ones died before Morgan's return. The family 
left the mountain after that. Morgan Hill is now included in the 
Indian grazing lands. 


Robert Asher tells Morgan’s ‘snowed out’ story differently with respect to death of 
children (7): 


A man named Morgan settled there with his family before 1901. 
One winter he went out to get supplies but was prevented from 
returning promptly by a heavy snow storm. It is said that the 
family came near dying of starvation before he got back. The 
experience was too trying to risk a repetition, and they shortly 
moved away from the mountain. Mr. Morgan was back a time or 
two, but I never had the pleasure of meeting him. 


The School Census Marshal’s Report, of Census Returns for Palomar District, San 
Diego County, to the County Superintendent for the School Year ending June 30th, 
1891, lists W.H. Morgan with three boys between five and seventeen years of age, 

and two children under five years of age {8}. 
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W. H. Morgan’s name in the 1891 Palomar school census above 


There is no earlier Palomar school census available and the next available one is 
1899, and Morgan isn’t listed in that or thereafter [g). 


William Henry Morgan, undated 


W.H. Morgan is William Henry Morgan, who 
was born in Virginia on August 15, 1848. 


In the 1880 U.S. Census, he and his wife 
Martha Matilda Jessee Morgan (1853-1929) 
were living in Kansas with their family. 


Martha Matilda Jessee Morgan was the 
brother of William W. Jessee who lived with 
his family on the east side of Palomar 
Mountain where the Jessee postoffice was 
located (which they established after the Nellie 
postoffice had relocated to Bailey’s on the west) [9]. 
William Jessee and family moved onto 
Palomar Mountain around 1893 and left in 
1897 or 1898 5}. 


The Morgan family were living in Kansas at 
the time of the 1885 Kansas census and were 
living in the Elsinore Township in Riverside 
County at the time of the 1900 U.S. Census. 


” 


Between those is one item establishing their 
Palomar Mountain residence -- the Palomar District School Census Marshal’s 
Report for the School Year ending June 30th, 1891 [). 


Both writers state that the Morgans left Palomar Mountain after a hard winter, and 
Morgan was in the 1890-1891 Palomar school census. So, at the earliest, they could 
have left Palomar is summer 1891 or following months. They definitely had left 
Palomar by 1895, when there are newspaper items noting his activities off Palomar 
(see below) [12,13]. 


So, did any Morgan children die on Palomar as Catharine Wood writes? Looking at 
William Henry Morgan ancestry.com family trees for his children, the children are 
inconsistently recorded. Some trees list children that other trees do not. Some 
children in trees have little corroborating documentation and thus may be known 


only within family (?). It is difficult to sort out who are these five children in the 
1891 Palomar school census, and particularly which of the Morgan children may 
have died during their time on Palomar Mountain. While the better documented 
Morgan children lived beyond the family’s time on Palomar, there are poorly 
documented Morgan children on trees who may have died on Palomar. The 
Morgans had many children. 


At the twelfth annual meeting of the Southern California and Arizona Holiness 
Association in August 1891, William H. Morgan was given a certificate of 
recognition as a minister 112). 


By 1895, it is evident that William H. Morgan had already left Palomar Mountain. 
In January 1895, the Elsinore Press published in ‘Murrieta Notes’ 113): 


Protracted meeting will begin at the Holiness church on Friday 
night, conducted by Rev. Mr. Morgan. Our Holiness people have 
neatly fitted up a room in town, and Sunday-school and church is 
held each Sunday. 


At the Semi-annual Camp-meeting at Riverside in April 1895, business items 
included tent allocations in which it was noted “tent No. 5 to Bro. Wm. H. Morgan” 
[12]- 


On April 28, 1895, the Daily Sun (San Bernardino) published a column on 
‘Redlands Brevities’ including [14): 


The Holiness church will commence a series of revival meetings 
tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock. These meetings will be held in a 
large tent back of the Holiness church on State street. They will be 
in charge of W.H. Morgan of Santa Ana. 


In June 1895, it was reported that “Bro. Morgan” had a Holiness Church tent in 
Cucamonga 112): 


Sister S. J. Hutchinson from Cucamonga: “We stopped 
on our way to this place at the San Bernardino Mission. 
Find all well, rejoicing in the Lord. Saturday night found 
us ready here for our first meeting. Tent in charge of Bro. 
Morgan. Some coming from Etiwanda, Claremont and On- 
tario. Some of the sanctified of other organizations have 
been present and helped in nearly every meeting. The Lord 
supplied all needs. Some of the people here have never 
heard anyone shout, but they did not run. Some have brok- 
en loose and are rejoicing in their freedom. Two brothers 
and their wives were sanctified. We had a grand day on 
the Fourth, about a hundred saints coming from Azusa, 
Pomona, Chino, Claremont, Ontario and Etiwanda. July 
15th several were baptized and a large congregation at 
night, for a farewell meeting. We were able to prove the 
Lord in regard to support, only one of our own 
people lived here, but soon those in the place began to send 
in things and then others, until we left with means to sup- 
ply needs between times.” 


In January 1896, Morgan preached a funeral sermon in Glendora {12}. 
In February 1896, the Ontario Record published in its ‘Ettwanda Notes’ that [15): 
Rev. Mr. Morgan preached at the Holiness chapel Sunday. There 


were a large number of the Holiness brethren over from 
Cucamonga. 


In August 1896, Morgan was ordained as an evangelist and selected for a two-year 
term on The Holiness Church’s Board of Elders at the annual camp meeting in 
Downey, California /12}. 
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and we commend hes: to the saints everywhere. 


“Ye have not chosen me, but! have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain "—John 15: 16 

“He gave some, Aposties; and some, Prophets; and some, Evangelists; and some, Pastors and 
Teachers: for the perfecting of the saints, for the work Of the Ministry."—Eph 4: 11. 


“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
: ) 
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At the Holiness Church camp-meeting in April 1899, the credentials of William H 
Morgan and several others were returned and cancelled, and in December 1900, the 
Church noted “Bro. Hoff and I (Bro. J.F. Washburn) drove over to Bro. Wm. 
Morgan’s; he was gone. We had prayers and tried to leave cheer for her, who needs 
our prayers so much, Bro. Morgan not getting back to God as yet 112).””, The Church 
later reported in its August 1900 annual camp meeting notes “After prayer and 
praise first night, Bro. W.H. Morgan gave some of his experience. It was meet, that 
we should make merry and be glad, for this brother was dead and 1s alive; was lost 
and is found 112}.” 


At the Spring Camp-meeting and General Assembly of the Holiness Church in April 
1901, it was noted that credentials as minister and evangelist were granted to Wm. 
H. Morgan [12]. 


William Henry Morgan, undated 
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In local news for Wildomar, the Lake Elsinore Valley Press published in March 
1922 j11): 


W.H. Morgan, who 1s at present staying with his son, Archie 
Morgan and family, has traded property in Arizona for the Johnson 
place. Mr. Morgan has been actively engaged in the cattle business 
most all his life, but has sold out recently and now hopes to settle 
down here near his son. 


\ 
William Henry Morgan and Martha Matilda Jessee Morgan, c1911 
In local news for Murrietta, the Riverside Daily Press published in May 1922 j16): 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox, Mr. Morgan and others are holding tent 
meetings at the Holiness church every evening. 


William Henry Morgan died on August 31, 1926 110). 


LOCAL MAN I 
SUDDENLY CALLED 


He was a pioneer in this valley, |, 
|having first been here prior to colon- || 
| ization for white men, 

Deceased is survived by his widow, |: 
Mrs. W. M. Morgan, and a daughter, |, 
Mrs. Mollie Blankembecklar of Santa 


and Religious Worker, Passes 
Peacefully to Rest. 


William Henry Morgan was sud- 
i\denly stricken with paralysis while in 
\'the Alpha Beta store on Main street, 
ishortly after noon, Tuesday, and was 
later taken to a nearby home, where 
jhe passed away at 6:30 P. M. 


| 1848, and had only recently passed 
jhis 78th year. . 
| Scott county, Virginia. 


|many years,’and was the author of a 
little book, entitled, “‘The Life of W. 


|tensively among his friends and re- 
\ligious- workers in’ the Holiness 
| church, in which denomination, in his 
|later years, he was an ardent work- 
He organized that church in 


| 
| 
| 


|Evangelist”’ Morgan. 


Wm. H. Morgan, Early Pioneer 


Mr. Morgan was born August 15th, | 


He was born in 
}H. Morgan,” which was circulated ex- 


Whittier and in Murrieta, and all ov-) 
jer this section he was known as 


Ana, and five sons, namely, A. J. 
Morgan of Elsinore, who was with 
him during his last hours, A. M. Mor- 
gan of Los Angeles, L. M. Morgan of 
Santa Ana, W. H, Morgan, Jr., and 
E. F. Morgan of Arizana, all of whom 
will be in attendance at the funeral 
services which will be held Sunday, 
at 11 A. M., in Downey, at the Holi- 
ness church, with W. L. Everett in 
charge. Rev. R. Winslow will con- 
duct the simple and impressive fun- 
eral services. 

Interment will be made in the lit- 


. \\tle cemetery at Downey, 
Mr. Morgan was an interesting and 


picturesque figure in Western life for 


Although there will be no service 
in Elsinore, Mr. Morgan and his fam- 
ily have so large a circle of friends 
here, that the body will lie at the Ev- | 
erett Chapel on Washington street 
between the hours of 10 A. M. and 
11 A. M., Saturday, where friends 
may go to pay their last respects to 
this sturdy pioneer. 

The sympathy of the community is 
being extended to the family in their 
sorrow. 


Lake Elsinore Valley Press, September 2, 1926 ;10 


FRY CREEK 


In an article on the San Pasqual Valley that The Sun San Diego newspaper 
published on August 22, 1883, it said /3): 


Mr. Andrew Fry resides in this valley on forty acres of land which 
he has rented. He owns one hundred and fifty acres on Smith’s 
mountain, where he is staying at present. Within a few yards of Mr. 
Fry’s residence is the fine school house of west San Pasqual ... 


The San Diego Union published a legal notice from the Land Office in Los Angeles 
dated March 7, 1883, that Andrew Fry made a commuted homestead on 160 acres 
on Palomar Mountain; this land is along Fry Creek on the road to the Observatory 
[1,2]. A commuted homestead is land claimed under the Homestead Act but the five 
years of continuous residence to acquire homestead land is commuted by 
purchasing the land before completing the required residency period. 


Andrew Fry then sold this land to Enos T. Mendenhall for $350 on March 24, 1886 
[4]. 


The San Diego Union reported on real estate transactions on January 12, 1921, 
including “U.S.A. to Andrew Fry, 160 acres in [sections] 3 and 4, township 10 
[south], [range] 1 [east] [5]. This is an inexact description of the land but that’s 
where Fry Creek runs. 


It is difficult to find other information on Andrew Fry. 
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Andrew Fry’s 160 acres delineated on 1950 U.S.G.S. map of Palomar Mountain 
Older U.S.G.S. maps of this area do not show the name Fry Creek 
Location labelled Palomar Mountain is Bailey’s 
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